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Arkhola Sand & Gravel held an open house April 14, at their Van Buren Sand Plant featur-
ing Arkhola’s brand new dredge as the focus of attention. A beautiful day lured out over
300 guests to eat lunch and tour the dredge. Attendees included : Congressman John
Boozeman, city and state representatives, business leaders, customers and friends of
Arkhola, and Arkhola employees.

The new dredge is 300 feet in length and weighs 4 million pounds. The dredge is actually
two sections: the front section is the dredge and the rear section is a barge hull with a
processing plant built on top. Four large spud poles on the plant section allow the dredge
to walk up the river while the front dredge section articulates side to side off a pinned gim-
bal connection. Conveyors load out finished product onto barges off both sides and off
the rear of the plant section.
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